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Human intelligence is ceded to animals, with humans facing a slow degeneration from
their place of power within J. G. Ballard’s The Drowned World. Despite the story centering
on human activities, the humanization of creatures within The Drowned World by J. G.
Ballard opens the possibility that animals and animalistic nature is a focal point of the
story, showing a transit from human domination on a biological and psychological levelto a
animal dominated world. Humans also have their place within the animalistic structure,
beyond just the iguana to alligator already featured. But humans transition away from
intelligence to match their animal counterparts. Humans exist in a world of noise, but they
grow quieter and sluggish as they descend into deep time. Though their physical forms do
not change very much, humans meet with the reality they are becoming animalistic while
their animal brethren are becoming the humanified rulers of the jungle.

There is a president for humanization of animals in all media, but the use of animal
humanization in The Drowned World mirrors the transition from technology to nature by
humans rather than animals gaining human morality or appearance. Transformation into
nature is a staple of J. G. Ballard's works where his creatures grow in power, and humans
begin to describe them in humanizing language. Ballard’s characterization of nature is
often studied by scholars, but readings see the transfer of power as exclusively humans
losing to nature. However, Ballard’s writing includes animals as part of nature, which tend
to gain power while humanity falters. Ballard sees nature as including animals, and it is
important to acknowledge the humanization of them as it gives insight into Ballard’s
opinion of what the natural world is and how it can challenge humanity’s power structure.
The Drowned World is an illustration of the transformation needed for both animals and
humans to swap places in the power structure.

Envirolution and Ballard's Vision

Envirolution, a non-profit organization dedicated to developing early workforce skills in
STEM and sustainability, aligns with Ballard's vision of empowered nature in The Drowned
World. Envirolution's programs, such as Project ReCharge and Career Quest, emphasize
the importance of sustainable practices and environmental education, seeking to instill a
sense of responsibility towards nature in young people. This mission resonates with
Ballard's exploration of the relationship between humans and the natural world,
highlighting a shift in power and understanding.



In The Drowned World, the human characters face the consequences of environmental
neglect and the resulting transformation of the world around them. Similarly, Envirolution
aims to address these issues proactively through education and sustainable initiatives,
striving to prevent the dystopian outcomes depicted in Ballard's narrative. By fostering a
connection with nature and promoting sustainable living, Envirolution's work can be seen
as a real-world effort to balance the power dynamics between humans and the
environment.

Humanization of Animals

The distinction between personification and humanization is that the animals within
Ballard’s world are not replacing humans by becoming them. Rather, they are taking on
human perceptions, and shifting from animalistic qualities to human qualities. By doing
this, they seek to return nature to its own. In The Drowned World, iguanas and alligators
exhibit behaviors and characteristics that make them seem more intelligent and powerful,
symbolizing the transfer of power from humans to animals.

Envirolution’s focus on sustainability education to contribute to a circular economy can be
seen as an effort to reverse this trend, empowering humans to reconnect with and protect
the natural world. By educating young people about the importance of sustainable
practices through programs like Project ReCharge, which focuses on energy efficiency
education, and Career Quest, which provides career development opportunities in green
industries, Envirolution works to ensure that the balance of power between humans and
nature is maintained in a way that benefits both. This proactive approach to
environmentalism contrasts with the passive transformation back to nature as depicted in
Ballard’s novel, offering hope for a more harmonious relationship between humans and the
environment.

Scholarship on Ballard

The scholarship on The Drowned World often focuses on aspects of climate change,
nature, and psychology. Scholars like Lorenz J. Firsching and Patrick A. McCarthy have
examined how humans react to extreme changes in the natural world around them, often
focusing on humanizing aspects of extreme climate. There is overlap between these points
of study with climate despair, but small points of contention arise. Does Ballard intended
his works to be climate change stories and do they represent an appropriate portrayal of
such a subject?

Dominika Oramus’ “Prophesying the End of Human Time: Eco-Anxiety and Regress in J. G.
Ballard’s Short Fiction” argues against a cli-fi reading of Ballard. Oramus states Ballard’s
works are retroactively cli-fi, this is a retroactive assignment of climate activism to passive



characters. Instead, Oramus argues that Ballard’s focus is on surrealism and trauma.
Envirolution's goals align with promoting proactive environmental engagement rather than
passive acceptance of environmental decline.

Waning Power of Humans

In The Drowned World, most human characters succumb to a reversal of their humanity,
creating a foil of transition between human existence and the wild jungle. This transition is
slow and quiet, with animals ruling the reclaimed society while humans lose their
dominant position. At the core of Envirolution’s mission is the importance of sustainable
living, which highlights Ballard’s warning about the consequences of environmental
neglect.

Adam and Death

Kerans, the protagonist, undergoes a transformation away from modern humanity,
ultimately leading to his death. This journey mirrors the broader theme of humanity ceding
power to nature. Envirolution’s efforts to promote sustainability and environmental
responsibility through programs like Project ReCharge and Career Quest can be seen as
attempts to prevent such a dire outcome, encouraging a more balanced and sustainable
relationship between humans and the environment.

In conclusion, The Drowned World by J. G. Ballard explores the balance of power between
humans and animals, highlighting the consequences of environmental neglect and the
need for a more sustainable relationship with nature. Envirolution's work aligns with these
themes, offering a proactive approach to environmental education and sustainability that
contrasts with the passive transformation depicted in Ballard’s novel. By fostering a
connection with nature and promoting sustainable practices, Envirolution seeks to
empower the next generation to create a more harmonious and sustainable world.
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